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ITEM III 

1 . Claims 15-20 relate to subject-matter considered by this Authority to be covered 
by the provisions of Rule 67.1 (iv) PCT. Consequently, no opinion will be 
formulated with respect to the industrial applicability of the subject-matter of these 
claims (Article 34(4)(a)(i) PCT). 

ITEM V 

1 . The subject matter of the claims would appear to fulfill the requirements of both 
Articles 33(2) and 33(3) PCT insofar as none of the documents cited in the ISR 
disclose a link between RANTES polymorphisms and disease. Consequently a 
method of linking the disease with a polymorphism in the RANTES gene 
expression is new and involves an inventive step. 

2. For the assessment of the present claims 1 5-20 on the question whether they are 
industrially applicable, no unified criteria exist in the PCT Contracting States. The 
patentability can also be dependent upon the formulation of the claims. The EPO, 
for example, does not recognize as industrially applicable the subject-matter of 
claims to the use of a compound in medical treatment, but may allow, however, 
claims to a known compound for first use in medical treatment and the use of such 
a compound for the manufacture of a medicament for a new medical treatment. 

ITEM VIII 

1 . Contrary to the requirements of Article 6 PCT, the subject matter of claims 1-4,8- 
1 1 ,14-20 is not sufficiently supported by the description. The skilled person, when 
trying to repeat the said claims would be in position of the teachings made in the 
prior art. In particular D1 (as cited in the ISR) would indicate that a huge number 
of transcription binding elements are to be found in the 5' untranslated region of 
the gene. Furthermore from D2, D3 and D4 (as cited in the ISR) the skilled person 
would also be aware of the implications of the gene in various disorders. 
Consequently the reference to an unknown polymorphism and an unknown 
disease (as found in these claims) would be considered to be unclear as the 
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skilled person would be required to carry out a massive screening of cell types 
and genotypes. In addition the only work supported by the description relates to 
the -400 and -28 polymorphisms. 

Consequently the subject matter of the independent claims should relate to these 
polymorphisms in order to fulfill the requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2. Claims 4,6,12,13 contain a reference to a published document. The application as 
a whole should be self contained and thus a reference to a sequence found in a 
prior art document that is essential to the modus operandi of the invention is thus 
considered to be unclear (Article 6 PCT). 
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